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SGD Autumn Conference 

“Privately Public: the healing & learning garden” 

Saturday 4 October 2008, 9.50 - 5.30  
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Somewhere to work and also to play. Somewhere to reflect, or run about and yell. Somewhere to learn. 

Somewhere to heal. All of these places are needed - but not often found - in the gardens of schools and 

universities, hospitals and hospices.  These gardens differ in very important respects from the domestic 

garden and the public park, although they may be composed of elements of each. They are complex 

gardens that can absorb as well as evoke emotion, and offer a powerful transformative effect.  The garden 

designer is uniquely qualified to tackle transitions of scale, create an environment that holds secrets and 

tells many stories, and reveal the multi-sensory potential of spaces. 

The line-up of international speakers, including Marni Barnes, Helle Nebelong, Dan Pearson MSGD and 

Wendy Titman, will reveal the cultural differences in perception and approach to the design of these socially 

important gardens.  Jane Stoneham, director of the Sensory Trust, will chair the conference.   For ticket 

information contact: Society of Garden Designers, telephone: 01989 566695 or visit www.sgd.org.uk. 
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Fine Outdoor Furniture 

tel: 020 7471 8500 
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The speakers: 

Marni Barnes is a practising landscape architect and psychotherapist in California. Her practice designs 

and consults on the creation of healing landscapes, and she also researches and writes about emotional 

health and outdoor environments. She has won several awards for her work. Marni has co-authored two 

books on therapeutic gardens in healthcare facilities, the most recent being 'Healing Gardens: Therapeutic 

Benefits and Design Recommendations' with Clare Cooper Marcus. 

 

Helle Nebelong is a Danish landscape architect. Her practice specialises in the design of natural spaces for 

children, young disabled people and the elderly. Helle is President of the Danish Playground Association, 

and Vice-President of International Play Association Denmark. Since 2007 she has been a member of the 

leadership team for the Nature Action Collaborative for Children, NACC.  www.sansehaver.dk 

 

Dan Pearson is a British landscape and garden designer with an international reputation. His practice 

handles a wide range of domestic and international projects for private and public clients including private 

gardens, public spaces, architectural landscaping, public parks and civic plantings. Dan will be talking 

about his recently completed garden for Maggie's Centre, London. www.danpearsonstudio.com 

 

Wendy Titman runs a research, training and development consultancy championing the significance of the 

outdoor learning environment for young children, and is the author of 'Special Places; Special People - the 

hidden curriculum of school grounds'. Working throughout the UK, she creates innovative designs and 

monitors the impacts these places have on the whole school community.   
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NOTE TO EDITORS:  The Society of Garden Designers was established in 1981 and is the only 
professional body in the UK dedicated solely to garden design.  It is active both nationally and 
internationally, promoting its aims through its journal, workshops, seminars, conferences and links with the 
construction industry.  For more information on the SGD call 01989 566695 or visit www.sgd.org.uk. 
 
SGD Registered Members (MSGDs) and Fellows (FSGDs) have proven experience and have passed the 
SGD’s rigorous accreditation and appraisal process. Only Registered Members are approved by the 
Society as garden designers and only this category of membership is promoted by the Society as providing 
a full professional service in all aspects of garden design.  The complete Garden Design portfolio covers: 

·  All aspects of hard landscaping including structure and drainage 
·  Planting design and sourcing 
·  Environmentally aware building and planting practices 
·  Maintenance 
·  Costing 
·  Project management 
·  Specialist elements including water, lighting, furniture and sculpture 
·  Many member have further specialist skills e.g. expertise on historic garden restoration 

                                  
For further media information including hi-res imag es and interviews 

please contact GM-PR: 
 

Georgina McLaren or Lindsay Swan on 020 8546 0013 georgina@gm-pr.co.uk  
or Lindsay Swan direct on 07961 181982 lindsay@lindsayswan.co.uk  


